3.8 Errors in landscape feature and attribute data. As a user of the Brown Tract GIS databases, you are very interested in the quality of data that each provides. What might you say about the possible errors in the stands GIS database features that are located in the following places?

a) X = 1263950; Y = 371726

Open the Brown Tract stands GIS database in your GIS program.

In ArcGIS, you can use the Go to XY button on the Tools toolbar to enter and navigate to a location.

[image: image5.png]2 Arciew GIS 3.2
Ele Edt Viw Iheme Gropics Window Hep

i Y R e e P

o stands.shp

o Brown_ortho it





You’ll need to zoom in a bit to the see the details, the label button the Go to XY toolbar will add a label.

The upper-middle portion of the Brown Tract is where the first set of coordinates lie. By also opening the orthophotograph, we see one of two things: (1) the boundary of the Brown Tract (as represented by the stands GIS database) is incorrect, or (2) the adjoining neighbor harvested some of the timber that was once on the Brown Tract.
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b) X = 1273647; Y = 363943
We find that we are now in the middle of the right-hand side boundary of the Brown Tract. Here, after again viewing the orthophotograph, we find that perhaps one polygon is missing from the Brown Tract stands GIS database. How could this have happened? It is most likely a human error associated with either (1) the typing of the stands, or (2) the updating of the stands after a recent clearcutting activity.
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In ArcView

a) X = 1263950; Y = 371726

Watch the coordinate position of your mouse to determine where you are on the landscape. The upper-middle portion of the Brown Tract is where the first set of coordinates lie. By also opening the orthophotograph, we see one of two things: (1) the boundary of the Brown Tract (as represented by the stands GIS database) is incorrect, or (2) the adjoining neighbor harvested some of the timber that was once on the Brown Tract.
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Search the landscape for the coordinates:

x = 1263950

y = 371726

Watch the coordinate position of your mouse to determine where you are on the landscape. The upper-middle portion of the Brown Tract is where the first set of coordinates lie. By also opening the orthophotograph, we see one of two things: (1) the boundary of the Brown Tract (as represented by the stands GIS database) is incorrect, or (2) the adjoining neighbor harvested some of the timber that was once on the Brown Tract.

b) X = 1273647; Y = 363943
By searching the Brown tract for the coordinates
x = 1273647

y = 363943

We find that we are now in the middle of the right-hand side boundary of the Brown Tract. Here, after again viewing the orthophotograph, we find that perhaps one polygon is missing from the Brown Tract stands GIS database. How could this have happened? It is most likely a human error associated with either (1) the typing of the stands, or (2) the updating of the stands after a recent clearcutting activity.
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