3.3. Data acquisition (1). You have been hired by a private consultant in Washington State to develop a GIS program. The consultant has a small office, comprised of only five employees, and is interested in developing a GIS program that will utilize desktop GIS software (ArcGIS ArcView, MapInfo, or GeoMedia) and GIS databases created by other organizations. To get started, you decide that acquiring base maps describing the counties, towns, section lines, and ownership of the state is important. 

a) Is each of these databases available? List any databases that are not available. 
Towns do not appear to be available.

b) What steps would you have to go through to be able to download the data?
Click on the Download Data button associated with each file. Chose the zip file(s) of interest, download, and uncompress. Shapefiles can be read immediately into a GIS but the ArcInfo coverage files will need to be imported before they can be accessed in a GIS.
c) What is the spatial reference of available data?
The datum for the Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Geographic Information System (GIS) data is North American Datum 1983 HARN (1991 adjustment). The data are registered to the Washington Coordinate System of 1983, South Zone. Units are in U.S. Survey feet.
d) Who would you contact if you had problems downloading the data?
DNR Data Services
Olympia, WA 98504-7020
P.O. Box 47020
360-902-1509
Fax 360-902-1790
dataservices@dnr.wa.gov
Hint: See Washington Department of Natural Resources 2007a for additional information.

