3.1 Acquiring GIS data about Arizona National Forests. Assume you are interested in obtaining information about the streams related to the Prescott National Forest in Arizona. The website related to the GIS data is http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/prescott/gis/index.shtml (USDA

Forest Service, 2007). Based on the information that the GIS data site provides, what are the categories that describe the available GIS databases? 

As of 8/5/08, these categories of data were available:

Fire management

Land

Rangeland

Recreation

Single edition quadrangles

Terrestrial ecological units

Transportation

Visual quality objectives

Water

In reviewing the metadata for the ‘Fire History’ GIS database:

a) What is the purpose of the Fire History database?

The purpose of this coverage is to depict the Fire History of Prescott National Forest

b) How were the data created?

The lineage of the point and polygon data suggests that they were first located on 7.5 minute quadrangle maps, then somehow converted to a GIS database (with some editing)

c) What datum, projection, and spheroid are used to represent fires?

Datum: North American Datum of 1927

Projection: Universal Transverse Mercator

Spheroid: Clarke 1866

d) What data structure is used to represent the fires?

Points and polygons use the vector data structure.

e) What is the spatial extent of the fire history database in longitude and latitude?

Polygons:

West_Bounding_Coordinate: -112.994015 

East_Bounding_Coordinate: -111.740293 

North_Bounding_Coordinate: 35.161391 

South_Bounding_Coordinate: 34.002597 

Points:

West_Bounding_Coordinate: -113.089674 

East_Bounding_Coordinate: -111.778521 

North_Bounding_Coordinate: 35.158397 

South_Bounding_Coordinate: 33.994665 

f) Who is the primary contact should you have further questions?

Contact_Person: Forest GIS Coordinator 

Contact_Organization: USDA, US Forest Service, Prescott National Forest, Arizona
