2.10 Spatial scale. Your supervisor has asked that you bring a map at the largest map scale possible to your next planning meeting. You have your choice of the following map scales: 1:24000 or 1:100000. Which map do you bring with you?

A 1:100,000 scale map seems to have the larger number, but it is, in fact, the smaller scale of the two options. Here, each land feature is 1/100,000 of its actual size when drawn on the map.

A 1:24,000 scale map seems to have the smaller number, but it is, in fact, the larger of the two scale options. Here, each land feature is 1/24,000 of its actual size when drawn on the map.

However, this depends on what you need to represent on the map, and the sizes of paper available to make a map. There may be cases where you may have to use a 1:100,000 scale map to show everything that your supervisor wants to see.

