17.3.  NCEES Model Law. Does the NCEES Model Law process seem like a reasonable or rational approach to clarifying the issue of GIS licensing? Why or why not?

This question is similar to question 17.2 in that a simple answer in not available. The NCEES has been both praised and criticized by prominent entities on both sides of the certification issue.  

Critics have argued that the Model Law is too broad in its definition of surveying and that this definition has encroached on other disciplines or technologies that have not traditionally been considered as surveying activities. The broad definition of surveying advanced by the NCEES has also been cited for hindering implementation of the Model Law at the state level. Other critics have maintained that the NCEES Model Law should drop its explicit reference to GIS since it does not mention other technologies, such as GPS, and thus unfairly singles GIS as a technology that requires licensing.

In defense of the Model Law, it provides a framework through which GIS and GIS-related activities can be described according to their influence on the life, health, and property of the general public. The Model Law also describes the pathway to licensing as a land surveyor or engineer, and presumably the set of credentials necessary to perform GIS activities that may influence the life, health, and property of the general public. The NCEES guidelines are designed to provide assistance to the state boards that govern surveying and engineering. 

