17.2. GIS certification programs. The owners of the Brown Tract have recently become aware that GIS is used extensively in the management of the forest. They are concerned about the credibility of their land management team, and have suggested that all employees obtain GIS certification.

a) What are the potential benefits of GIS certification for GIS users?

The answer to this question is not entirely black-and-white and will depend on your own point of view.

Arguments for GIS certification include:

The establishment of standards for competency making in land measurements.

Helping to ensure public welfare and safety.

Establishing control and enforcement of GIS activities.

b) What are the potential drawbacks of GIS certification for GIS users?

Arguments against GIS certification include:

Not all GIS activities affect public welfare and safety and thus don’t require oversight.

The increased cost and bureaucracy that is necessary for any certification or licensing program.

The historical pattern of GIS use by land managers and others that has been successful without certification.

c) What elements would be necessary in order for a GIS certification to be more widely recognized and respected within society?
A key element will be in defining the types of work that need to be performed by a licensed or certified professional. Another critical element will be describing the education and experience which prepares one for such work, and how professional competency is evaluated. Regardless of your answer to this question, you should defend your response by describing the points listed above.

