16.1  Sharing GIS databases with people outside your organization.  What issues should a natural resource organization address when considering making GIS databases available to other organizations, perhaps including competitors?  
Issues to consider are data sensitivity, data cost recovery, and any potential uses of the data that may harm an organization.

Potential benefits of sharing data with another organization include being able to recoup data costs (if a purchase price can be agreed upon), gaining access to data from other organizations that may improve or enhance knowledge of the areas with which your organization is concerned, and developing collegial relationships with other organizations.

Potential drawbacks to sharing data include not recouping data costs, permitting competitors access to information regarding resources or management techniques, allowing sensitive areas to be located and disturbed, and the difficulty in negotiating agreements for data sharing (such as a confidentiality agreement). 

