16.3  Sharing GIS databases within an organization.  You’ve heard that a colleague in another private natural resource management organization has developed a GIS database that may contain information that could assist you in your job. Under what conditions should you expect your colleague to provide you access to the GIS database?  

Prior to making any data request, you should realize there are factors that could hinder the willingness of your colleague to share the data. Recognizing and considering these factors is an important start. Conditions that might foster access would include that the data do not contain information that your colleague’s organization would consider sensitive in terms of revealing resource or management conditions. Other positive influences on data sharing would be that the data were not gathered and processed at great cost or difficulty, and that procedures were already in place to guide data sharing.

If you were denied access to the data, the reasons for the denial need to be considered. Does your colleague’s organization require substantial monetary resources to recoup data collection costs? Would a confidentiality agreement assuage any fears of sensitive information being released? If certain attributes were removed from the database, or if the spatial extent of the database were reduced, would the reluctance to share the data be reduced?

