14.4 Allocation distance. As we mentioned earlier, in developing an allocation distance, raster cells are assigned a pixel value that recognize the nearest zone of influence, similar to the vector representation of a Thiessen polygon. Create an allocation raster database for research plot points contained in the Brown Tract.

The Spatial Analyst extension is necessary for this application. You should enable this Spatial Analyst extension and open its toolbar.

In ArcMap:

1. From the Spatial Analyst menu, select Distance, then Allocation.

2. Select the research plots as the Assign to field.

3. The output raster cell size can be adjusted based on whether you want a “smooth” (reduce the cell size) or “coarse” appearance.
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