10.2. Pondering the update process. In one example in this chapter an update of the Daniel Pickett forest stands GIS database was described, where a 32.4 hectare (80 acre) parcel of land was purchased. The edge between the polygons representing the land purchase and the polygons in the original stands GIS database was assumed to be seamless.

a) What GIS processes could be used to ensure that the edge would be seamless?

One strategy would be to overlap the eastern edge of the new parcel layer over the existing stands layer. The overlap could then be removed by using the stands layer to erase the overlapped portion of the new parcel.

Another technique would be to use snapping techniques when digitizing the location of the new parcel. By snapping the eastern edges of the new parcel to the western part of the existing stands layer, a seamless fit can be created.
b) Draw a flow chart of a process that could be used to ensure a seamless edge.
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