1.2 Terminology. The District Manager of your natural resource management organization, Steve Smith, is unfamiliar with a number of terms related to GIS. He has heard these terms distributed freely during staff meetings, and during one of your weekly reviews asks you to help him understand what they mean. Briefly describe for him the following:

a) GIScience

GIScience involves the identification and study of issues that are related to GIS use, that affect the implementation of GIS, and that arise from application of GIS to real-World issues.

b) Topology

Topology is a description of the spatial relationship among landscape features in a GIS database. For example, we can understand through topological relationships which polygons in a GIS database are next to one another.

c) Overlay analysis

Overlay analysis is a process in GIS for analyzing multiple layers (databases, themes, maps) of information at one time, to facilitate an examination of the spatial relationships among databases containing different information.

