1.13 GPS considerations. A friend of yours has recently purchased a new GPS receiver from a local department store for $75 and has told you that she is excited that she will be able to collect coordinates of features that represent ‘exact locations’ on the Earth’s surface. What advice would you offer her about the measurement accuracy of a $75 GPS receiver?

While the low-cost recreation grade GPS receiver your friend purchased may be suitable for locating relatively accurate positions on the Earth's surface, the positional accuracy will probably only be in the 5-10 m range, at best. Other more expensive technology could provide better positional accuracy if that is what is needed in her work, but even these may not be able to provide "exact" locations, particularly in forested areas. Therefore, a user of GPS must balance the cost of the equipment with the desired level of accuracy.

