1.3 Characterizing GIS software systems. Your supervisor, John Darling, has heard the terms 'workstation' and 'desktop' GIS software, but remains confused about how they differ. Explain to him the differences between the two types of GIS software.

Besides the cost (workstation GIS software programs generally cost more than desktop GIS software programs), the two types of software differ in their intended audience (workstation: analysts; desktop: practitioners), and the amount of spatial tools available to the user.

As noted in the Chapter, workstation GIS software programs are generally those programs that include the full range of GIS processes that allow one to create, edit, manipulate, and analyze GIS databases. ArcInfo, ArcGIS, and MGE Microstation are examples of workstation GIS software programs.

Desktop GIS software programs are thought to be scaled-down versions of workstation GIS software programs. They possess a portion of the tools included in workstation versions of GIS software programs. ArcView, MapInfo, and GeoMedia are three examples of desktop GIS software programs.

