1.4  History of GIS.  On vacation and visiting your relatives, you find that the conversation around the dinner table has turned to the types of work you perform in your role as a natural resource manager. Describe for your relatives, many of which have never heard of GIS, the following:

a)  The origin of GIS.

The following topics might be included in your discussion:

How long it has been since society has learned how to capture, maintain and analyze spatial information.

What layers (themes, maps, databases) are, and how they can be analyzed.

Which organizations were the early creators of GIS databases, and for what purposes they created GIS databases.

How advances in computer technology have made GIS available to anyone with a computer.

b)  How GIS has evolved into its current form.

The following topics might be included in your discussion, in addition to some noted in part a:

How GIS users have influenced advances in GIS technology.

How the recent proliferation of GIS databases has encouraged standardization of certain aspects of GIS.

c)  How you might use GIS in natural resource management.

The following topics might be included in your discussion:

Which aspects of natural resource management might require the use of maps.

How GIS can make certain analyses efficient.

What activities are central to natural resource management, and in what ways these might relate to the use of GIS.

