1.15 Data display options. It is Friday afternoon in a natural resource organization’s field office. As you are daydreaming about the forthcoming weekend’s events, your supervisor enters your office and tells you that he has a meeting Monday morning with a neighboring landowner to describe the management alternatives for a portion of the forest your organization manages. A few graphics that describe the alternatives under consideration would be beneficial to the meeting, and maps are the obvious choice of output products to engage the public. However, the color plotter in your office is not working. Describe three other methods for examining output from GIS that might be useful for your supervisor’s Monday meeting.

The two main problems facing the supervisor are that large maps, and perhaps color maps, may not be available for the meeting.

One option is to print some of the graphics needed with a regular (black and white) printer, probably in a physical format smaller than desired by your supervisor (8 1/2" x 11" or 8 1/2" x 14"). This might be easy to do, since basic computer printers are common in office settings. However, the color available (black), limits your ability to display important features with tones of gray, or with the patterns (dots, slashes, etc.) available.

Another option is to print the maps to a small-format color printer (if available). The paper size would again be a limiting factor.

A third option is to capture images shown on a screen, and save them to graphics files. This option is fairly rudimentary, and the images will include all of the features of a window (menu system, title bar, etc.) that are visible in the captured image. Using a software package specifically designed to edit graphical images, this can then be cropped to contain only the image of interest. On the negative side, the captured image is stored in the computer's "buffer," not to an actual computer file. However, if copied into a software package specifically designed to edit graphical images, the image can be saved as a .tif, .jpg, or other format. On the positive side, these images can be inserted into software programs designed for presentations (e.g., Powerpoint) as well as word processing software programs. If a small-format color printer were available, they could then be printed out in color.

Finally, some GIS software programs allow you to save what is seen on the screen (perhaps the landscape in an ArcView or ArcGIS window) to a graphics file (.jpg, .gif, etc.). These images do not contain all of the extra graphical information noted above (menu system, title bar, etc.), and can be inserted directly into graphics software programs as well as word processing software programs without any additional editing. If a small-format color printer were available, they could then be printed out in color.

